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® XNZqM b
Present-day Challenges in the Theory of Children’s Services : Focusing on the history of the formation of

“

reading picture books to children” and its structural analysis

o EXEH

Currently* library science” is undergoing a transition td' library and information science.” This changeover
requires librarians to improve their abilities, resulting in the advancement of the curriculum of the
librarian-training course. Under these circumstances, the more progress informatization and digitization make,
the higher the analog value of the field of* children's services.”* The theory of children's services” is a
required subject in the library and information science course. In this paper, we will try to explore ways to meet
the academic challenges in the discipline, rather than the concrete ones concerning children's service duties, in
the hope that we will make some contribution to the future development of the discipline. The common
keyword i reading picture books to children (RPBC).”

In Chapter 1, we will discuss how* children's services,” including RPBC, could change with the progress of
digitization. In Chapter 2, we will explore new points at issue in treating RPBC as an academic challenge. In
Chapter 3, we will lay out issues in regarding the formation of RPBC as part of the cultural history of modern
Japan, as a way to help determine the preconditions regarding the essentials of children's services.” In Chapter

4, we will make a structural analysis of what is happening in th¢ sphere” of RPBC.
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Reading Picture Books to Children (RPBC)
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Standard Japanese
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