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OXNAA IV

About The Existence Mechanism of The Theory of Information Society

O EXEH

In this paper, being related to the plausibility structure in the world of everyday life, we deal with an
existence mechanism of “the Theory of Information Society”.

Thirty-odd years have already passed since “the Theory of Information Society” was established. It has
consistently informed us of the advent of “information society.” The theory has been, in other words, a “proph-
ecy” of social changes occurring.

Our technology has certainly made remarkable progress in many fields during the last three decades, and this
improved technology, including ubiquitous computing, has brought about great changes in our daily lives.
Nevertheless, the theory of information society is still a subject of lively discussion. Why? Is this because our
technology continues to progress? Absolutely not. In my view, the theory of information society, which was, in
a way, an “outcome” of innovated technology, is founded on “premonitory symptoms of social changes” --- a
vacillation of the plausibility structure by which people prescribe reality.

The purpose of the present paper is to focus on “the existence mechanism of the theory of information
society.” By discussing (1) theories on modern society in sociology, and (2) M. McLuhan's theories on media,
we would like to present a means to surpass those ways of thinking which are typical of many varieties of

determinism, such as technical determinism.
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