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What a horrid accident was that on the Ohio, where my good friend and thirty other good fellows
were sloped into eternity at the bidding of a thick-headed engineer, who knew not a valve from a
flue. And that crash on the railroad just over you mountains there, where two infatuate trains ran
pell-mell into each other, and climbed and clawed each other's back; and one locomotive was found

fairly shelled, like a chick... (1)

C ZTREDLN B SN & AL ORI 2 BMET 2 AHOBEN SRS I2DDTH D, X
VT4 VI ZDODDERERIIHEE LTS DI TIERVERbNDH, #BlEI A% 32 AR, B
MACHRY SN2 AN ZFES 2 LICE o T $2%E2RDLHF D HRMITEMICMEDNTLE
VLD NHOBPSERELT I LICE o T BB oML 2 H B 2 AR L
THAIIZEFEZE L LTWAD TR AWt Ebhs, L2L, ANVT 4 UDBEELTWEDIE, HIZ
BWSCHOMEZITTIE R, TOMMICL->TH 26 3N5b, BEROMELILKERICDH>720
TRBEWEL I D ELT, ANVT A VOIEROHPTHRMSCHZEENICIE- &) EHH LTS
EEDND DA, 1955451256 FK & M7z "The Bell-Tower" Tdh 5o

COEmMIES EEEIMEEZZTATVSIZD 00 b6, [FKH DM "Bartleby, the Scrivener" X
"Benito Cereno" (25 &, WL ONL T NV IS ICEbhs, ZoMbE LTk, fEmdsv
AV AMOAL ) TEEABIIL TSI ER, A=V —VIETALT 4 VHTIERWERRS
TEROPL NGBV, RB.EZY =ik [AVY 4 VRO HICE—Y —ViOFBEHT, 7
LI —%2EZ) LKA @ LB L, BL 7L Uy N— 7 HEMO EER B A, KD
"Birthmark" OBEEE L THHE L, RIENV A=V —VEOTLIY =72 LHRLTVWE 3, TR
OYFEDP SFHAPNLHINE Vo2V EALRDDLEDTH A ) Do THIZEEHIBORD—HiH 5 F

40 | HAALEFE KR



EANhE S 588 "The Bell-Tower" 5

AL ZENTEDLTHS ),

Like Babel's, its base was laid in a high hour of renovated earth, following the second deluge, when
the waters of the Dark Ages had dried up, and once more the green appeared. No wonder that, after
so long and deep submersion, the jubilant expectation of the race should, as with Noah's sons, soar

into Shinar aspiration. (4)
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So the blind slave obeyed its blinder lord; but in obedience, slew him. So the creator was killed by
the creature. So the bell was too heavy for the tower. So the bell's main weakness was where man's

blood had flawed it. And so pride went before the fall. (5)
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In firm resolve, no man in Europe at that period went beyond Bannadonna. Enriched through
commerce with the Levant, the state in which he lived voted to have the noblest Bell-Tower in

Italy. His repute assigned him to be the architect. (8)
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Not without demur from Bannadonna, the chief magistrate of the town, with an associate — both

elderly men — followed what seemed the image up the tower. (9)
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”the poor mechanic will be most happy once more to give you liege audience, in this his littered

shop...” (10)
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Those who of saints' days thronged the spot - hanging to the rude poles of scaffolding, like sailors

on yards, or bees on boughs, unmindful of lime and dust, and falling chips of stone - their homage

not the less inspirited him to self-esteem. (11)
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At length the holiday of the Tower came. To the sound of viols, the climax-stone slowly rose in air,
and, amid the firing of ordnance, was laid by Bannadonna's hands upon the final course. Then
mounting it, he stood erect, alone, with folded arms, gazing upon the white summits of blue inland
Alps, and whiter crests of bluer Alps off-shore — sights invisible from the plain. Invisible, too,
from thence was that eye he turned below, when, like the cannon booms, came up to him the

people's combustions of applause. (12)

ZLTHEDRERDHDRL &, ERIEIZOHEZMHE L, RKEOREPET D, BEOFENHHND,
COEENYF PV FREOLICVBIRTERTAT, ZLTH EORELSIZB T EZRTA TN
F Y FOIRIEIAZ Lh o/ FBELZ LT, ANVTANVENYF R FBRREOFOIEI R VEAIC
WhHERIEIS, N F R FHEMBOBZUTICAT LT 2 I L TWwa,

NV F Ry FIREOREOHE, & D ICALD, $HEICE [BEL PRI FH L&
Wl DREIHEDONZDTHL, TOZLE2HBER. REF—HE L DEEEDICOD Y AK,
NYF R FEZRL T2 elbrb, TR ENHEOE ST L TOfEE L BRI, N
YFRVFRHEEEEST, TOFIEENEALZI L 2L LERIZE o THEA W ITEER 22 ABIC
oTWhhew) ZEDMAR 5,

The casting of such a mass was deemed no small triumph for the caster; one, too, in which the state
might not scorn to share. The homicide was overlooked. By the charitable that deed was but
imputed to sudden transports of aesthetic passion, not to any flagitous quality. A kick from an

Arabian charger; not sign of vice, but blood. (13)
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All excellences of God-made creatures, which served man, were here to receive advancement, and
then to be combined in one. Talus was to have been the all-accomplished Helot's name. Talus, iron

slave to Bannadonna, and through him, to man. (15)

...asking no favours from any element or any being, of himself, to rival her, outstrip her, and rule
her. He stooped to conquer. With him, common-sense was theurgy; machinery, miracle;

Prometheus, the heroic name for machinist; man, the true God. (16)
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That which stirred them so was, seeing with what serenity the builder stood three hundred feet in
the air, upon an unrailed perch. This none but he durst do. But his periodic standing upon the pile,

in each stage of its growth - such discipline had its last result. (17)
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It was from observing these exposed bells, with their watchmen, that the foundling, as was opined,
derived the first suggestion of his scheme. Perched on a great mast or spire, the human figure,
viewed from below, undergoes such a reduction in its apparent size, as to obliterate its intelligent
features. It evinces no personality. Instead of bespeaking volition, its gestures rather resemble the

automatic ones of the arms of a telegraph. (18)
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The fall of the bell-Tower - an essay on Herman Melville's "The Bell-Tower"

O KN EH

The purpose of this essay is to reveal Melville's criticism of the machine-civilization and the imperialism of
United States in 19" century.

The state Bannadonna lived in decided to have noblest Bell-Tower in Italy and he was assigned to be an
architect because of his firm resolve. He was a great artist as well as splendid architect, but became arrogant
under the protection of the state. He even killed a workman who was shrunken by the unleashed metals. The
state, however, overlooked the homicide because the casting of the bell was deemed the triumph of the state.
Bannadonna ended up being killed by the bell-striking machine he created and the tower fell down.

Many critics regard this story as a Hawthorne-like allegory and as the punishment for man's arrogance, but
this story involves other important meaning; Melville suggested the fall of the bell-tower is the gross injustice of
the sacrifice of humanity for national progress and prosperity. In 19" century, thanks to the progress of the
machine-civilization, the United States, having fulfilled its manifest destiny, conquered the continent, which

Melville criticized in this story.
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