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ORYZA IV

Documentaries and Avant-garde - Avant-garde documentary and its background in post-war Japan

(20

In the post-war period, radical criticism on Realism occurred in various fields of art and culture. The target of
criticism, "Realism" is considered to mean Socialist realism involving Naturalism. Many critics moved towards
Avant-garde arts, whose conception was Surrealism, in order to get over Realism. They employed Surrealism
in connection with documentaries, where the concept of Surrealism became no longer the same as that in

pre-war time.

In this paper, the first chapter examines the relationship between Socialist realism and Surrealism in pre-war
Japan. Then, the second chapter looks at the argumentation in the post-war period, that was over the old-style
Realism in the documentaries such as "Avant-garde Documentary" by Toshio Matsumoto, and how Avant-garde
arts were introduced into them. Meanwhile, this chapter investigates what were in common among the
discussions over Realism, comparing the documentaries to other expressions in the domain of art and culture at

the same period.

68 | AALEZE KT





