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@IEXZ A kL
Community development strategy through winter sports promotion and attempts to the spread,
expansion, and athlete strengthening of curling athletes : Interviews with officials and people

involved in curling in Nayoro City, Hokkaido, Japan.

O EEH

In March 2022, the "Third Basic Plan for Sports" was formulated in Japan, and the plan
clearly states "to promote the creation of unique initiatives for local development and community
building through sports in each region of Japan, and to promote solutions to local social issues
through the use of sports. This paper focuses on "community development through sports" in
Nayoro City, a city with a population of 25,000 that belongs to the Kamikawa General Promotion
Bureau of Hokkaido and whose main industry is agriculture, in the context of the Plan. Nayoro
City has been implementing unique policies and systems, such as attracting winter sports camps
including Nordic skiing, and appointing former Olympic athletes as "special advisors". In recent

years, Hokkaido has also been one of the regions that has produced curling athletes for the World
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Curling Championships organized by the World Curling Federation (WCF).

This paper investigates "how the government is implementing policies and creating an
environment, including hard and soft aspects, in Nayoro City, a rural village in Hokkaido, Japan".
The purpose of this paper is to examine Nayoro City's "Community Development Strategy
through Sports" centering on winter sports by interviewing city hall officials and the curling
association. The purpose of this paper is to grasp the clues for the future promotion of winter

sports and the strengthening of athletes.

@FEXF—T—F
Community Development through Sports
Rural areas
Curling
Dedicated indoor curling arena

Winter Sports
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