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In recent years, “Active Learning” (AL), a teaching and learning approach that engages and involves
students in the learning process, has gained importance as an alternative approach to the traditional method that
relies mostly on the transmission of information to students who, in their turn, are often passive learners.

In the new Course of Study, AL will be positioned as one of the key terms and there is an increasing amount
of papers on this topic.

However, as already pointed out in some papers, it is not only the use of AL that will guarantee the
development of critical thinking skills.

Similar to the traditional teaching approach, the question on how to improve the “quality of learning” is still
very important.

This paper, based on our experience at Wakkanai Hokusei Gakuen University, will examine the “community
collaboration” approach, in special the collaboration among the schools as a way to incorporate AL practices

into the classroom practices and improve the quality of teaching and learning.
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